
REGULAR TOWN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 

Minutes of the Regular Town Commission Meeting of the Town of Ocean Ridge held on Tuesday, 
September 8, 2020 at 6:00 PM in the Town Hall Commission Chambers and virtually through 

Gotomeeting.com. 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor de Haseth at 6:00 p.m. 

Mayor de Haseth read the following statement into the record: 
Pursuant to Executive Order No. 20-69, issued by the Office of Governor Ron DeSantis on March 20, 2020, 
municipalities may conduct meetings of their governing boards without having a quorum of its members 
present physically or at any specific location, and utilizing communications media technology such as 
telephonic or video conferencing, as provided by Section 120.54(5)(b)2, Florida Statutes. The member of 
the Town Commission who appeared remotely for the meeting was Phil Besler. 

Town Clerk Armstrong informed that the agenda, the material for each item on the agenda, and the notice 
regarding the virtual meeting were made available beginning September 1, 2020. The Town Clerk also 
explained the methods of participating in public comment and gave tips on participating virtually. 

ROLL CALL 
Town Clerk Armstrong led the roll call, which was answered by the following: 

Commissioner Besler 
Vice Mayor Coz 
Mayor de Haseth 
Commissioner Hurlburt 
Commissioner Wiescholek 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

(Town Clerk's Note: Commissioner Besler participated remotely) 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor de Haseth led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Town Manager Stevens asked to add an announcement under the Announcements section. Mayor de Haseth 
also asked to add an item under Commissioner Comments to review the priorities for the Planning and 
Zoning Commission. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to approve the agenda as amended; seconded by Vice Mayor Coz. 
Motion carried 5-0. 

PRESENTATIONS 
There were no presentations scheduled. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
a. A Special Town Commission Meeting will be held on Monday, September 2!51 at 6:00 p.m. for the 

final budget hearing for FY21. The next Regular Town Commission Meeting will be held on October 
5th at 6:00 PM at Town Hall. The next Planning & Zoning Commission meeting will be held on 
September 21 st at 8:00 AM at Town Hall. The next Septic to Sewer Citizens' Advisory Committee 
Meeting is to be determined. 

b. Residents who wish to sign up to receive important Town notifications and news through Civic Ready 
should sign up on the Town's website or call Town Hall for assistance. 
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c. The 2020 Census is coming to a close at the end of September, and the response rate for the residents 
in the Town of Ocean Ridge is still low. This is a reminder that responding to the 2020 Census online, 
by phone, on paper, or in person with a census taker is extremely important and helps secure vital 
resources for our community. 

d. Contractors will be replacing the entrance doors of town Hall on September 14, 2020, and staff will 
be available to assist the public in person by appointment only on September 14, 2020, or by phone. 

e. Next on the agenda is public comment. The Mayor will invite the public to speak to the Commission 
on any item that is not printed on the agenda. Public comments on specific agenda items may be 
made later in the meeting when the items are taken up. There is a one-time per item three (3) minute 
individual limit for public comments that will be timed by the Town Clerk. Public comment is not 
meant to be a question and answer period, and there will be no dialogue. Anyone wishing to speak 
during public comment will approach the podium and state their name and address for the record, 
and see the Town Clerk after speaking to fill out a speaker card in order for the minutes to be properly 
recorded. The Commission would like to remind everyone that individuals addressing the 
Commission shall use proper language, and that language which includes profanity or cursing, or 
which is presented in an aggressive or threatening manner toward the Town Commission, staff, or 
other members of the public is prohibited. All comments shall be directed to the Presiding Officer 
of the meeting and not to individual Commissioners, staff, or members of the public. Those 
addressing the Commission shall avoid personal attacks against anyone, and the Presiding Officer 
has the authority to remove individuals from the Town Commission Chambers if such conduct 
persists after the Presiding Officer has provided a warning that the individual is in violation of this 
policy. 

(Town Clerk's Note: Town Manager Stevens added Announcement d. during the approval of the agenda.) 

PUBLIC COMMENT - (3-minute individual limit) 
The Sabal Island Civic Committee provided an update to the Town Commission regarding the Sabal Island 
beautification project in regards to the irrigation on both sides of the entry bridge, electricity to the bridge, 
and front and rear triangle areas. They thanked Public Works Employee William Armstrong for his 
guidance on the project and Officer Sasov for lending a helping hand. 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA (Items that do not require discussion) 
1. a. Adopt Minutes of Special Town Commission Meeting of July 31, 2020 

b. Adopt Minutes of Regular Town Commission Meeting of August 3, 2020 
c. Adopt Minutes of Special Town Commission Meeting of August 3, 2020 
d. Adopt CRS Floodplain Management Plan & Annual Progress Report (NFIP/CRS Re-Certification) 
e. Approve Annual Employee Benefit Insurance Renewals 
f. Approve Expenditure of up to $12,000 to install soft-starts on the Tropical Pump Station 
g. Approve Expenditure of $70 to Jones Foster for Legal Services for July 2020 
h. Approve Expenditure of $4,112.50 to Roberts, Reynolds, Bedard & Tuzzio PLLC for Legal Services 

for July 2020 
i. Approve Expenditures of $33,585.52 out of the contingency account for COVID-19 Response 

Mayor de Haseth asked that on page five of the minutes of the Special Town Commission Meeting of July 
31, 2020 reflects that only four Commissioners voted on the motion because only four Commissioners were 
present. She also asked that on page 10 of the minutes of the Regular Town Commission of August 3, 2020 
to state that Mayor de Haseth "invited" Planning and Zoning Commission Chair to the podium rather than 
"introduced". 

(Town Clerk's Note: Both changes were for the minutes of the Regular Town Commission 
Meeting of August 3, 2020.) 
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Commissioner Wiescholek noted that the Town Commission is approving item "f' for how much 
the Town can spend on the project, but that the approval did not limit staff from using the company 
in the package. He further stated that any company could do the project as long as it was less than 
the amount approved for the project. 

Vice Mayor Coz moved to approve the consent agenda as submitted; seconded by Commissioner 
Hurlburt. Motion Carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE FY21 BUDGET 
2. a. & b. Presentation of the Tentative Budget & Proposed Millage Rate for FY 2020/2021 and 

Announcement Regarding Millage & Roll Back Rates 
Town Manager Stevens presented the tentative budget to the Town Commission and stated that the budget 
is encompassing of the changes requested by the Town Commissioners. She announced that the Town of 
Ocean Ridge computed millage rate is higher than the rolled back rate of 5.1703 by 3.48%. The millage to 
be levied is 5.3500. She summarized the expenditures and revenues expected for the Town in FY 2020/ 
2021, and noted that the second reading and adoption of the final budget will be on September 21, 2020 
and that the Town of Ocean Ridge percentage rate of roll back was on the low end compared to surrounding 
communities. 

c. Public Comment & Comments from Commissioners 
Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Besler commented that there were two open items that would need to be addressed, which 
were to review the downward trend over the years of the collection rate and possibility of refinancing the 
Town's debt. Town Manager Stevens commented that the collection rate impacts may be due to the Value 
Adjustment Board adjusting the valuations. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked if approving the budget would affect the ability to refinance, to which 
Town Manager Stevens commented that it would not have a negative impact and that it may actually 
decrease the expenditure. 

Commissioner Wiescholek noted that the Town is receiving 100% collection rate, and that only the Value 
Adjustment Board is capable of changing the values of homes which may impact our collection 
percentages that were anticipated. 

Mayor de Haseth asked if the $20,000 revenue from the new FPL Franchise Agreement is in the budget, 
to which Town Manager Stevens stated that it is in the tentative budget. 

d. Resolution No. 2020-18: Adoption of Tentative Millage Rate for Fiscal Year 2020/2021 
Town Clerk Armstrong read Resolution No. 2020-18 by title only into the record. 

Commissioner Wiescholek moved to approved Resolution 2020-18; seconded by Commissioner 
Hurlburt. Motion carried 5-0. 

Town Manager Stevens noted that Resolution 2020-18 passed at 6:23 p.m. 

e. Resolution No. 2020-19: Adoption of Tentative Budget for Fiscal Year 2020/2021 
Town Clerk Armstrong read Resolution No. 2020-19 by title only into the record. 
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Commissioner Hurlburt moved to approved Resolution 2020-19; seconded by Commissioner 
Wiescholek. Motion carried 5-0. 

Mayor de Haseth noted that Resolution 2020-18 passed at 6:24 p.m., and announced that the second and 
final hearing on the FY 2020/2021 Budget will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, September 21, 2020. 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
3. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 2020-04: An Ordinance Granting to Florida Power & Light 

Company, Its Successors and Assigns, an Electric Franchise, Imposing Provisions and 
Conditions Relating Thereto, Providing for Monthly Payments to the Town of Ocean Ridge, 
and Providing for an Effective Date. (By: Town Manager Stevens) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Ordinance No. 2020-04 into the record by title only. 

Town Manager Stevens briefed the Town Commission that FPL approached the Town to renew the FPL 
franchise agreement earlier than the expiration date of the current franchise agreement. She summarized 
the term of the agreement, which is as follows: the agreement would be a 3 0-year term, FPL would continue 
to pay a 6% franchise fee to the Town; however, the new agreement would provide that the payment by 
FPL of property taxes and fees is not deducted from the franchise fee payments, which would increase the 
Town's revenue by roughly $20,000. She added that a provision was added to the franchise to allow the 
Town to request a higher franchise fee if FPL grants a higher franchise fee to another municipality. 

Mayor de Haseth invited Ms. Eccleston, FPL Representative, to speak to the residents, to which Ms. 
Eccleston stated that she is available for any questions, and that information was provided during first 
reading. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Mayor de Haseth thanked Ms. Eccleston for providing the Town with a report that showed the redundancy 
of the poles within the Town. She commented that there are 60-redundant poles within the Town, and that 
FPL is working on removing their poles, but ATT & Comcast need to remove their wiring before the poles 
can be removed. 

Commissioner Hulrburt moved to adopt Ordinance 2020-04 on second reading; seconded by Vice 
Mayor Coz. Motion carried 5-0. 

4. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 2020-05: An Ordinance of the Town of Ocean Ridge, 
Florida, Amending its Code of Ordinances by Amending Chapter 64 "Zoning", Article I 
"District Regulations", Section 64-1 "RSF and RSE Single-Family Residential Districts"; 
Amending Chapter 66 "Environmental Regulations", Article II "Flood Damage Prevention", 
Division 3 "Flood Resistant Development", Section 66-26 "Buildings and Structures"; 
Amending Chapter 67 "Buildings and Building Regulations", Article II "Coastal 
Construction", Section 67-17 "Coastal Construction and Excavation Setback Line" and 
Creating Section 67-18 "Coastal Construction Setback Line" to Provide Further Regulations 
for Structures Constructed East of the Coastal Construction Control Line; Providing for 
Codification, Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances, Severability, and an Effective Date. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read ordinance No. 2020-05 into the record by title only. 

Town Manager Stevens advised that staff was directed to make changes to the Town's regulations regarding 
construction east of the coastal construction control line and that staff worked with the Planning and Zoning 
Commission to present the proposed ordinance. She noted that the proposed ordinance provides that any 
construction or excavation that would be occurring east of the 1979 Coastal Construction Control Line must 
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be approved through the variance process currently in the town code. However, if there was an existing 
structure east of the 1979 line and the construction contemplated did not involve any extension beyond the 
footprint of the existing structure then a variance would not be required. She stated that the current 
ordinance allows construction to occur east of the 1979 line if there is adequate engineering data provided 
to the Town that shows there is no adverse effect upon beach erosion, hurricane protection, coastal flood 
control and shoreline rehabilitation. Town Manager Stevens also noted the updated definition for "usable 
land space" because the current reference to "usable land space" provides that the public health unit of the 
state would determine the usable land space, which is incorrect. She informed that the ordinance will be 
codifying the process that staff cmTently has in place, and that there must be a unity of title before any 
construction could begin on a piece of property that is separated by a public right-of-way. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Vice Mayor Coz moved to adopt Ordinance 2020-05 on second reading; seconded by Commissioner 
Wiescholek. Motion carried 5-0. 

5. First Reading of Ordinance No. 2020-06: An Ordinance of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, 
Amending Its Code of Ordinances By Amending Chapter 1 "General Provisions", Section 1-3 
"Definitions"; Chapter 64, "Zoning", Article III "Supplemental Regulations", Section 64-41 
"Accessory Uses, Buildings and Structures Generally" To Provide for More Specific 
Regulations Regarding Sheds and Dune Crossovers; Providing for Codification, Repeal of 
Conflicting Ordinances, Severability, and an Effective Date. (By: Town Manager Stevens) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read ordinance No. 2020-06 into the record by title only. 

Town Manager Stevens stated that the ordinance being proposed was recommended for approval by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission after several meetings reviewing and discussing the item. She stated that 
the ordinance has specific regulations for sheds, with a new subsection added. She summarized the new 
subsection for sheds and the proposed changes to the crossovers, which was explained in the memo in the 
package. She also summarized the changes made to the ordinance due to DEP regulations. 

Mayor de Haseth asked to divide discussion of the ordinance to sheds first and then to discuss dune 
crossovers, to which Vice Mayor Coz stated that he is in favor of sheds and dune crossovers having their 
own standalone ordinances. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment in regards to the portion of the ordinance discussing sheds. 

Ted Ritota, 4 Hudson Avenue, asked what propagated the necessity for a shed ordinance and why there are 
two different items on one ordinance. Mayor de Haseth stated that public comment was not meant to be a 
question and answer period, but that the Commission will discuss further during Commissioner Comments. 

Sarah Steies, 16 Fayette Drive, was concerned that the shed ordinance would make it impossible for the 
homeowners in the South end to comply because of the smaller size lots. She stated that many homes within 
the south end of Town do not have a garage; therefore, did not have storage space to place items. She further 
commented that the ordinance was inconsiderate and insensitive to consider approving during COVID-19 
because there are many residents out of Town. Mayor de Haseth and Commissioner Wiescholek sent their 
condolences to Mrs. Steies for losing her son. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read the public comment received by Robert Rodriguez of 3 Fayette Drive into the 
record. Mr. Rodriguez was concerned that the ordinance would cause a burden on homeowners with smaller 
size lots and stated that as long as the shed is not visible from the front then it should not be an issue. He also 
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confirmed that many lots on the south end did not have a garage which meant that they lacked the storage space 
and created more of a need for sheds. 

Vice Mayor Coz concurred with the public comment that the ordinance is penalizing the homeowners with 
smaller lots and that there was no clause that would grandfather in already existing sheds. He stated that if 
sheds cannot be seen or if neighbors do not have any issues with the sheds, then the shed should not be an 
issue. He stated that the Town Commission should not pass an ordinance that would impact many 
homeowners until there are more homeowners within Town. Town Manager Stevens stated that the 
ordinance would allow the shed to go into the side and rear setback as long as it is 3' from the side setback 
and 5' from the rear property line. Mayor de Haseth commented that the 3' was intended to accommodate 
the vegetation on the side property line. 

Commissioner Besler understood the issues of the impact that the shed ordinance would cause on the 
smaller lots, and asked why the Town was pursuing this ordinance, to which Town Manager Stevens 
responded that the Town was receiving complaints of sheds being too close to the property line, and she 
stated that the 3' setback was chosen because it matched the setback for pool decks and to accommodate 
for drainage. Commissioner Besler asked if the complaints being received were because of drainage issues 
due to the shed or because of inconvenience, and Commissioner Wiescholek responded that it was also a 
visibility issue. 

Commissioner Wiescholek stated that he attended the P&Z meetings where the item was discussed, and 
that the issue was borne out of a situation where two neighbors are feuding with each other and one of the 
issues is the shed in line of sight by the neighbor. He further stated that the current code did not allow for 
sheds to be placed within the current setback at all; therefore, staff could send any homeowners into Code 
Enforcement for placing a shed within the setback. He commented that the ordinance is an opportunity to 
allow the sheds to be placed within the setback and meet code. He further commented that the 3' side 
setback for the shed was in place to give the homeowner enough space to cover the shed. He concurred that 
the homes within the South end of Town were going to be burdened by the ordinance and asked if the Town 
could have a general understanding in Code Enforcement not to cite any homeowners as long as neighbors 
are in agreement of the shed location. Vice Mayor Coz stated that the side setback was trying to 
accommodate for vegetation, but that hedges had a maximum height that would allow for the shed to be 
seen above it. 

Commissioner Hurlburt stated that the proposed ordinance was resident driven and that P&Z discussed the 
ordinance for many meetings because they wanted to try to accommodate those with smaller lots. She 
further confirmed that the setback was included in the ordinance to accommodate for screening the shed. 

Building Official Guy stated that under the current Code any sheds within the setbacks would be asked to 
be removed from the setbacks and that the ordinance would allow most of the sheds to remain or remain if 
moved 3 feet from the side property line. 

Mayor de Haseth stated that she is not in favor of withdrawing the ordinance, but that she would like to 
address the issues that had been discussed. She asked if the Town could grandfather in the ones already in 
place or what would be the process to allow a homeowner to place a shed within the 3' setback. Vice Mayor 
Coz was in favor of adding a grandfathering clause. Town Manager Stevens stated that she discussed the 
idea with the Town Attorney and that the Town could not grandfather in sheds because the Town did not 
have documentation of the current sheds and they could not grandfather in when the Town did not allow it 
in the first place. Commissioner Wiescholek and Christy L. Goddeau, Attorney present on behalf of Town 
Attorney Brian Shutt, concurred, and Attorney Goddeau stated that in order to grandfather in a structure 
that the Town would have had to approve it under an ordinance and have documentation of that approval 
such as a building permit. Attorney Goddeau further stated that a homeowner can apply for a variance if 
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it's a hardship to comply with the shed setback in the proposed ordinance and that the variance process 
could include the length of time the shed has been in place. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked if it would be possible to structure the administrative approval process to 
allow the shed to remain if both homeowners were in favor of the shed location. He asked if there was an 
agreement that can be drawn up that can go along with the administrative approval process. Town Manager 
Stevens stated that staff could look into adding a clause that would allow for the shed to go into the 3' 
setback if there was an agreement in place by the two neighbors. 

Public Comment: Robert Rodriguez, 3 Fayette Drive, stated that the shed could also be shielded with a 
privacy fence and it does not have to shield with vegetation. Commissioner Wiescholek stated that the P&Z 
members did explore that idea and that it was a possibility. Commissioner Hurlburt concurred and stated 
that the 3' setback was also to accommodate for drainage. Commissioner Wiescholek stated that the Town 
Commission is trying to find the middle ground to protect homeowner rights and as well as the neighbor's 
homeowner rights. Mayor de Haseth stated that she liked the approach by the residents of discussing their 
issues with respect and did not want to make it a burdensome process for them. 

Mayor de Haseth asked what would be the process to allow smaller lots to be able to go into the 3' setback 
and she suggested adding an exclusion clause in the proposed ordinance. Mr. Rodriguez stated that any idea 
that would allow the homeowners to keep their sheds in the current location if there are no issues would be 
appreciated. Mayor de Haseth stated that the proposed ordinance is intended as a guideline for the Town, 
but reiterated that it is not meant to be burdensome on the homeowner. Mr. Rodriguez stated that many of 
his neighbors did not have a garage to use as storage and they are the ones who need it the most to store 
their items. Mayor de Haseth stated that the ordinance should have an exclusion clause for lot sizes under 
7500 sq. ft., to which Vice Mayor Coz concurred that there should be an exclusion clause for smaller lots, 
but was in favor of making the sq. ft. 10,000. There was discussion about the average size oflots within the 
Town and Town Manager Stevens stated she would prefer the wording to be "under 10,000 sq. ft. lots" 
since the majority of lots in town are 10,000 sq. ft. 

Building Official Guy noted for the record that the Code Enforcement process was usually complaint driven 
and that staff does not go onto homeowner's properties to find violations. He further noted that if the 
violation cannot be seen from the street, then the violation might not be enforced or cited. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read into the record a public comment provided by Ted Ritota from 4 Hudson 
Avenue. Mr. Ritota dissented to the Commission passing an ordinance that was caused by the small amount 
of complaints. 

P&Z Commission Chair Marsh stated that the shed ordinance was discussed in great detail and that the 
ordinance presented was a compromise. He confirmed that the side setback was due for the drainage and to 
screen the shed from the adjacent neighbors. He stated that the Town should not exempt certain lots but 
allow them to continue neighbor agreements because it could lead to the law of unintended consequences. 
He was in support of the proposed ordinance as submitted. Vice Mayor Coz stated that residents are going 
to have issues with the setbacks, to which P&Z Commission Chair Marsh stated that the Town Commission 
can send the ordinance back to P&Z for further discussion or allow staff to review on a case by case basis. 

Mayor de Haseth asked Attorney Goddeau for advice. Attorney Goddeau stated that the Town can add a 
clause to create an administrative variance that would allow the Building Official to determine a hardship 
and allow the Building Official to grant the variance if the homeowner meets all the guidelines for a 
hardship. Attorney Goddeau stated that the only issue with variances is that the Administrative Official will 
have to follow the guidelines or the process loses the value for a hardship. She further stated that the Town 
Commission could consider adding a clause where an agreement would be needed between neighbors for 
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the shed; however, she cautioned that any granted variances or agreement would run with the land. P&Z 
Commission Chair Marsh warned against using the word administrative variance because of the legality 
behind it and suggested to change to administrative special exception because it is less binding. Attorney 
Goddeau asked if the special exception would be granted by staff, and there was consensus that the Building 
Official would be granting the special exception. Mayor de Haseth was in favor of a special exception with 
a lot size maximum. There was a discussion about deciding what should be the maximum square footage 
of a lot. 

Mayor de Haseth stated that she was in favor of separating sheds into two separate ordinances. There was 
more discussion on what the maximum square footage for the lot should be, and it was suggested for the 
maximum lot size to be less than 10,000 sq. ft. Vice Mayor Coz asked if there was a way that would ensure 
that people would easily be able to obtain the special exception, to which Attorney Goddeau responded that 
the ordinance could be drafted to say that if a lot is below the 10,000 sq. ft. then it would automatically 
receive the special exception or the Town Commission could require a criteria to meet to grant the 
administrative special exception. 

Commissioner Hurlburt asked if the proposed ordinance should be sent back to P&Z to discuss the special 
exception, and Town Manager Stevens stated that the requested comments could be added in the motion. 
Commissioner Hurlburt stated that she was in favor of having a criteria to receive the special exception. 
She asked Building Official Guy for his input. Building Official Guy stated that he was in favor of a criteria 
which should ask why the homeowner wanted the exception and that there should be a limit that the 
homeowner would have to reapply after 10 years to continue with the shed in the current location. Mayor 
de Haseth concurred with the re-application idea in the case that there is a change in neighbors during the 
time frame and Vice Mayor Coz dissented to the idea of the homeowner reapplying after 10 years because 
he stated it would be troublesome on the homeowner. 

Vice Mayor Coz asked how would the Town deal with existing sheds, to which Building Official Guy stated 
that if the Town does not receive any complaints then the Town would not enforce because it is about what 
can be seen from the street. Mayor de Haseth rescinded her approval for the idea for 10 year re-application 
of a shed because she stated it would be strenuous on administrative staff. Attorney Goddeau stated that an 
additional subsection could be added that would allow for the special exception and that the special 
exception would only apply to the setback requirement for sheds and all other requirements would still 
apply. There was more discussion on what the maximum square footage for the lot should be, and the 
Commission decided that it should be less than 10,000 sq. ft. There was further discussion of splitting the 
ordinance into two separate ordinances, and it was decided to keep the ordinance in one. There was 
consensus to add a clause to create an administrative special exception and make the maximum lot 
size allowed for the special exception be less than 10,000 sq. ft. The Commission asked Attorney 
Goddeau to focus on re-wording the ordinance as such. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment in regards to the dune crossover section of the ordinance. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read a public comment received by Polly Joa from 35 Hersey Drive into the record. 
Ms. Joa stated that those who own dunes properties are conscientious people when it comes to protecting the 
dune and what they need to do to care for it. She requested that the Town Commission support the State 
allowance of 144 sq. ft. decks on single family owned dunes in line with multi-family property dunes. Town 
Manager Stevens stated that the ordinance could be changed by removing the language that would treat single 
family and multi families different. Mayor de Haseth invited P&Z Commission Chair Marsh to speak on why 
the P&Z chose to define differently the size for single families and multi families, to which P&Z Commission 
Chair Marsh responded that the numbers were chosen prior to staff speaking with DEP on their guidelines, and 
staff adjusted the ordinance once DEP provided insight. 
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Commissioner Wiescholek stated that he promoted the ordinance the most because the dune is one of the 
most impmiant aspects of Ocean Ridge because they protect against hurricanes. He stated that one of the 
unique aspects in Ocean Ridge is that many private properties are separated from the home by a road. He 
advocated for the unity of title needed for any construction of decks, however, he was concerned that 144 
sq. ft. is too large and suggested limiting the deck size to 100 sq. ft. Mayor de Haseth stated that the Town 
could be more stringent than the state and consider making deck sizes less than 144 sq. ft. 

Commissioner Besler stated that he is in favor of the 144 sq. ft. and concurred that a unity of title needs to be 
required for every dune property and that the owner should be for the property adjacent to it and that the only 
one that would have an issue would be Colonial Ridge. Town Manager Stevens noted that the issue is 
addressed within the ordinance under Section 64-41 (b)(l), and Vice Mayor Coz concurred. 

Vice Mayor Coz asked if the ordinance would not allow for owners to split the dune property from the main 
property, to which Mayor de Haseth confirmed that it would not allow. He stated that he is in favor of the 
144 sq. ft. deck size. 

Commissioner Hurlburt stated that she is in favor of the unity of title, but that the Town Commission could 
be stringent on the deck size in order to preserve the dunes. 

Mayor de Haseth stated that the Town should also look at the environmental impact to the dune by deck 
construction. She asked if the Town could allow the sq. ft. of the deck depending on the size of the dune. 
Commissioner Wiescholek and Commissioner Hurlburt concurred. Commissioner Wiescholek stated that 
the dune deck size should be dependent on the width of the lot. There was a discussion clarifying how the 
deck size would be calculated. Vice Mayor Coz dissented with limiting the deck size to the dune size. 

P&Z Commission Chair Marsh clarified that the intent is for the elevated deck to preserve more of the dune 
and he is in favor of the ordinance as submitted because it mirrors DEP. He stated that DEP controls the 
decks and walkways, and walkways vary between single family and multi-family. Commissioner 
Wiescholek asked for clarification if DEP also mandated the width of the crossover, to which P&Z 
Commission Chair Marsh responded that they did. There was consensus of the Town Commission for 
the deck size to be changed to a maximum of 144 sq. ft. for single family and multi-family. 

Commissioner Besler asked if a unity of title would be required for the properties that already had a 
crossover in place, and Town Manager Stevens stated that it would not be required. She indicated that 
Town Attorney Shutt is looking into the unity of title issues separately. 

Commissioner Besler asked if the ordinance would require a property to be unified to the dune prior to 
being sold, and Commissioner Wiescholek stated that the proposed ordinance only calls for a unity of title 
if they are doing construction on the dune. Commissioner Besler asked if homeowners could sell the 
properties separate from one another, and Mayor de Haseth stated that the proposed ordinance did not 
address the problem and that staff would have to explore the options of what the Town could do. 
Commissioner Besler stated that if a person separates the accessory structure from the primary structure, 
then the accessory structure would become an unpermitted structure. Chief Hutchins proposed that an 
ordinance be drafted that would require that an accessory structure be removed from the dune area if the 
property is separated from the main structure. Attorney Goddeau stated that the Town needs a better 
relationship with the Property Appraiser so that the Property Appraiser would alert the Town anytime they 
receive an application from a homeowner to split the property. 

Attorney Goddeau summarized the changes to the ordinance based on the suggestions provided by the Town 
Commission. She made a change to the dune crossover section of the ordinance and added a paragraph ( e) 
under subsection (3) that would state that an administrative special exception may be granted by the Building 
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Official for lots under 10,000 sq. ft. for a hardship from setback requirements under subsection (3)(b) and all 
other requirements of subsection (3) must be satisfied. 

Vice Mayor Coz moved to adopt Ordinance No. 2020-06 on first reading with the changes provided 
by Attorney Goddeau; seconded by Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion carried 4-1 with Commissioner 
Wiescholek dissenting. 

Commissioner Wiescholek clarified that he dissented against the motion because he disagrees with the deck 
size of 144 sq. ft. and that it should be a smaller deck size to further protect the dune. 

(Town Clerk's Note: Item #11 was taken up immediately after Item #5). 

6. First Reading of Ordinance No. 2020-07: An Ordinance of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, 
Amending Its Code of Ordinances By Amending Chapter 67, "Buildings And Building 
Regulations", Article III, "Technical Codes And Other Construction Standards", Division I 
"Generally", Section 67-32 "Floor Elevations", To Provide for the Use of the Latest FEMA 
Map Elevations; Providing for Codification, Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances, Severability, and 
an Effective Date. (By: Town Manager Stevens) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read ordinance No. 2020-07 into the record by title only. 

Town Manager Stevens stated that FEMA is in the process of revising their Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
(FIRM) and that the map revisions are being proposed along the Coastal areas of Southeast Florida where 
additional modeling and improved storm surge data have been reviewed and vetted. She further stated that 
due to the pandemic, the public outreach and appeal period for the new maps was suspended; however, 
FEMA is still requiring government authorities to use the new study as the best available data. She noted 
that staff was a part of the initial FEMA process and have been actively notifying new applicants of the 
proposed changes. She further noted that the there is a contradiction in Town Code that would not allow 
residents to adhere to FEMA's new map, and that the ordinance proposed would require the owners to 
follow FEMA guidelines. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment and there was none. 

Mayor de Haseth asked if homeowners could build higher than the FEMA requirement, to which Building 
Official Guy stated that the homeowner could only go to the maximum, which was the data from FEMA 
and that the Town Code also limited the homeowner to not go higher than FEMA standards. Town Manager 
Stevens concurred and stated that the ordinance would require any applicant to use the new FEMA maps 
since the maps would be the best available data. 

Commissioner Wiescholek stated that there are homes on Old Ocean Blvd that complied with the new 
FEMA maps and would give indication of how the Town would look in the future. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to adopt Ordinance 2020-07 on first reading; seconded by Vice 
Mayor Coz. Motion carried 5-0. 

7. First Reading of Ordinance No. 2020-08: An Ordinance of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, 
Amending Its Code of Ordinances By Amending Chapter 18, "Emergency Management", To 
Clarify, Modify and Remove Outdated Provisions Regarding How the Town Deals With 
Emergency Situations; Providing for Codification, Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances, 
Severability, and an Effective Date. (By: Town Manager Stevens) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read ordinance No. 2020-08 into the record by title only. 
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Town Manager Stevens stated that the proposed ordinance shows the current procedures and best practices 
that Town staff has been following for many years, and are in the best interest of the safety of the residents. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked for clarification on why Sec. 18-81 ( a) is changing from the Police Chief and 
Town Manager being responsible for monitoring emergencies, to Police Chief is responsible for monitoring 
emergencies, and Town Manager Stevens responded that the ordinance codifies the current process in place. 

Commissioner Wiescholek moved to adopt Ordinance 2020-08 on first reading; seconded by Vice 
Mayor Coz. Motion carried 5-0. 

8. Resolution No. 2020-20: A Resolution of the Town Commission of the Town of Ocean Ridge, 
Florida, Amending the Adopted Schedule of Fees for Various Services and Providing an 
Effective Date (By: Building Official Guy) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Resolution No. 2020-20 by title only into the record. 

Building Official Guy explained that the Resolution proposed is changing the Building Permit fees by adding 
two fee items which are Special, Expedited, Out-of-Sequence Plan Review Fee and Floodplain Development 
Plan Review Fee. He noted that permits are being reviewed in a week's time and that in time there will be more 
same-day permits. Town Manager Stevens commended Building Official Guy for catching up on the backlog 
of permits in such a short time. 

Building Official Guy stated that the Special, Expedited, Out-of-Sequence Plan Review Fee would only be 
considered for situations where it's a need, and noted that the Town is doing more floodplain reviews. He stated 
that the Town contacted the State floodplain division that made the Town aware that staff needed to start 
reviewing projects when they are up to 35% of substantial improvement. 

Building Official Guy commended Building Clerk, Lisa Bums, for all her documentation and help in regards 
to Floodplain management. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Commissioner Hurlburt thanked the Building Department for all their hard work. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked if the fee for the Floodplain review covered all the expenses, to which 
Building Official Guy stated that it did not fully cover it, but it was a medium number compared to other 
jurisdictions. Commissioner Wiescholek and Mayor de Haseth stated that they had no issue with increasing the 
fee if the fee was not covering the expenses for the review. It was decided not to increase at this time. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to adopt Resolution 2020-20; seconded by Commissioner Wiescholek. 
Motion carried 5-0. 

9. Building Permit Extension Request for 6273 N. Ocean Blvd (By: Building Official Guy) 
Building Official Guy stated that the project is on-going and that it was in place way before he became Building 
Official. He stated that he did a field observation report where he noticed that the work was at a standstill. He 
further stated that he informed the contractor of his findings and asked for corrections. He commented that he 
didn't see a reason why the project was stalling, and that the Town Code mandated that a homeowner and 
contractor come before the Town Commission to request an extension if their large project is not completed 
within 18 months. Town Manager Stevens concurred and stated that it is the reason why the item is on the 
agenda. 
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Mayor de Haseth asked for clarification on how long the Town Code provides for a land development permit 
before the applicant has to request for an extension through the Town Commission, to which Town Manager 
Stevens stated that she believed that it is 18 months. 

Mayor de Haseth invited the representative for 6273 N. Ocean Blvd to speak to the Commission. Daniel Stem 
introduced himself as the representative for the homeowner at 6273 N. Ocean Blvd. He mentioned that he is 
aware that the project is on-going and noted that he came on the job in January 2020 and was hoping to complete 
it by December 2020, but the plans changed due to COVID-19. Mr. Stem stated that he lived out of the Country 
and was limited in movement due to COVID-19, which affected the project timelines. He stated that he is 
scheduled to be in Town the following week since he is done quarantining. 

Town Manager Stevens asked Mr. Stem ifhe had provided the Town with a new timeline for the completion 
of the project, and Mr. Stem responded that he was working with the contractor to draft a timeline, but did not 
want to submit it until he is sure that it is accurate. He stated that he can submit a draft of the time line to the 
Town, to which Town Manager Stevens asked him to send the draft timeline, and to keep the Town updated 
on all changes in regards to the project and Mr. Stem agreed to send it. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read a public comment received by Jackie Reed from 5845 N. Ocean Blvd into the 
record. Ms. Reed described her discontent for the duration of the project and the visual frustration. She asked 
the Town Commission to vote in the way that would most benefit the community. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read a public comment received by John Shibles, 6201 N. Ocean Blvd., and Greg Hills, 
6275 N. Ocean Blvd., into the record. Mr. Shibles and Mr. Hills described the building violations within the 
property in great detail and how the duration of the project is causing a burden on the Town. They further 
explained how the violation was causing damage to their properties as they are neighboring properties to the 
project. He asked the Town Commission not to grant an extension. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read a public comment received by Merrilee & David Lundquist from 6277 N. Ocean 
Blvd. into the record. Mr. & Mrs. Lundquist voiced their concerns over the length of time of construction 
projects within the Town. They asked the Town Commission to limit the time frame for construction and 
provide a penalty process if the property fails to comply with the time frame. They stated that Ocean Ridge has 
allowed violations because of no rule and enforcement in place, and that the Building Official should put a 
policy in place. 

Commissioner Besler stated that the Town should have an ordinance in place to penalize projects that last a 
long period of time. He stated that an on-going construction site can cause stress on neighbors and the 
community. 

Vice Mayor Coz asked if the violations within the letter provided by Mr. Shibles and Mr. Hills are accurate, to 
which Building Official Guy responded that he could not comment on the accuracy because he needed to do 
more research on the violations since they began prior to him coming on board. 

Vice Mayor Coz asked what would happen if the Town Commission does not grant an extension, and Town 
Manager Stevens responded that she would like to defer any discussions on this item until the Town Attorney 
is present to weigh in and provide legal information. Building Official Guy concurred with Town Manager 
Stevens. 
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Mayor de Haseth asked that staff provide the Town with the legalities and with the consequences if the 
extension is granted or if it isn't granted and how the decision would impact the Town and the homeowner. 

Commissioner Hurlburt asked ifthere are nmning fines on the property, and Town Manager Stevens confirmed 
that there have been fines on the property. Commissioner Hurlburt asked if any of the fines have been paid, and 
Town Manager Stevens stated that she needs to check to see what had been paid and what is outstanding. 
Commissioner Hurlburt stated that she would like to know if they paid their fines because it could show effort 
on their part. Town Manager Stevens noted that the property may have come into compliance for one of the 
violations. Vice Mayor Coz concurred that he would like to know how many violations and how much were 
the fines. Building Official Guy stated that he understood Mr. Stem's concerns in regards to COVID-19, but 
he stated that workers are still allowed on the job site to work and that there is no justification for the project 
not continuing because the State of Florida deemed construction as essential work. 

Commissioner Wiescholek stated that he discussed the issue in detailed with the previous Building Official and 
he is astonished with the duration of the project. He stated that he is not blaming the current representative that 
joined the job in January 2020, but the project has been underway for over 7 years. He stated that he is not 
willing to grant an extension for the project. 

Mayor de Haseth stated that Commissioners all seem to be in the same place, and she asked staff to find the 
loopholes within the Town Code to not allow a project to keep going for as long as the one being presented had 
gone on for. She concurred with the public comment provided by Merrilee Lundquist to establish penalty fees 
that would cause a hardship on the applicant and require them to provide a time line of their project. Mayor de 
Haseth stated that the representative should adhere to the request of staff and provide the timeline. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to defer the Building Permit Extension Request for 6273 N. Ocean 
Blvd discussion to the October 5, 2020 Regular Town Commission Meeting; seconded by 
Commissioner Wiescholek. Motion carried 5-0. 

10. Continuation of Live Audio Feed for all Future Public Meetings (By: Town Clerk Armstrong) 
Town Clerk Armstrong summarized that in order for staff to continue to provide two-way communication that 
the Town Commission needs to expend funds on enhancing the quality of audio, overtime for staff to assist the 
Town Clerk taking public comments, fund the www.gotomeeting.com application, and for an additional 
monitor screen for the Town Clerk in the Chambers. She stated that the estimated total to continue to provide 
two-way communication would be about $32,500, and that the estimate is the minimum cost to only update 
and expend on needed items. She further stated that the Town Commission will have to expend funds on 
upgrading the entire system because the current system is outdated. 

Mayor de Haseth called for public comment, and there was none. 

Vice Mayor Coz stated that the continuation was based on the pandemic and asked the other Commissioners if 
they would like to continue the virtual meetings after the pandemic, to which Commission Hurlburt responded 
that the pandemic is the reason why the virtual meetings came to be, but that residents are now enjoying having 
that option and the Town Commission should continue to provide them if possible. 

Vice Mayor Coz asked when the installation of the items would take place if the Commission approved the 
items, and Town Manager Stevens responded that if the Commission approved the items, then it would be an 
unbudgeted item for FY 2020/2021. 

Mayor de Haseth asked the other Commissioners if a live audio feed would be sufficient enough for the 
residents to still feel updated and hear the meetings as they are happening or if they wanted to spend additional 
monies to continue the two-way communication. 
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There was an echo rising from the audio system, and Town Clerk Armstrong stated that participants using more 
than one device were causing an echo to the meeting. 

Town Clerk Armstrong read a public comment provided by Ted Ritota from 4 Hudson Avenue which stated 
that the two-way communication should continue as-is for one year to test out and see how it continues. 
Commissioner Hurlburt asked if the suggestion presented by Mr. Ritota is for the two-way communication or 
for live audio fee, and stated that the proposal being presented was only to update the minimum devices. 

Chief Hutchins recommended that the Town Commission not move forward with the upgrades to the audio 
system because the entire system would need to be upgraded and not just parts because the current system was 
failing due to the end of its life. He stated that staff tried to do minimum work to the system over the years, but 
that it would only be a matter of time before the entire system fails. Town Clerk Armstrong concurred that the 
proposal provided is for the minimal upgrades for new devices and the installation of new devices may cause 
the older ones to fail and create a larger expense. Town Manager Stevens stated that she is in favor of the Town 
Commission continuing with one-way live audio for residents, but that it is too cost prohibitive to continue 
providing two-way communication. 

Commissioner Wiescholek asked how many residents are participating virtually, and upon seeing the 
www.gotomeeting.com application, he concluded that there would be no justification to spend a large amount 
for the small amount of residents that participated virtually. He stated that the Town Commission should focus 
on updating the entire system rather than parts of the system. 

Commissioner Besler asked if the motion proposed will not allow people to comment virtually or write in the 
chat box, to which Town Manager Stevens confirmed that it will not allow them to. 

Commissioner Wiescholek moved to provide a one-way live audio feed for all public meetings; seconded 
by Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion carried 5-0. 

STAFF & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
11. Planning & Zoning Commission 
Mayor de Haseth invited Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z) Chair, Mark Marsh, to the podium. 

P&Z Chair Marsh stated the P&Z meeting of July 20, 2020, was one of the longest on record for lasting over 
two hours. He thanked Town Clerk Armstrong for producing the minutes for such a long meeting. 

P&Z Chair Marsh commented that the Board recommended for the Sheds ordinance to move forward to the 
Town Commission after months of discussions. He also stated that the proposed ordinance for fences was 
withdrawn due to the redundancy. 

Mayor de Haseth asked if the Town Code had a section that referenced construction fences, and the height 
requirement for construction fences, to which Building Official Guy stated that the Town had a construction 
site management handbook that required construction fences to be 6'. Town Clerk Armstrong concurred, and 
stated that construction fences were referenced in Section 67-4 of the Town Code. Commissioners thanked 
P&Z Chair Marsh, for presenting his report of the previous meeting. 

(Town Clerk Notes: This item was taken up immediately after Item #5) 
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12. Town Manager 
Town Manager Stevens advised that her repo1t was included in the meeting package, and noted that 
Governor DeSantis approved Phase II of the re-opening plan for Palm Beach County. She advised that 
residents can find the infonnation about Phase II on the Town's website. 

Mayor de Haseth asked that the Town Manager continue to announce anniversaries for staff in the meeting, 
to which Town Manager Stevens announced the employees whose anniversaries were in August, which 
were Dispatcher Comtney Hammond, and Police Officer Stetson Marsh. Mayor de Haseth noted that Lt. 
Jones ' anniversary was in September, to which Town Manager Stevens advised that the announcement for 
him will be in the September repmt from the Town Manager which is presented at the October meeting. 

13. Town Attorney 
There was no report. 

14. Police Chief 
Chief Hutchins advised that the Police Department report was included in the meeting package and included 
monthly police depaitment statistics. He reminded the residents that the Police Department is doing a back
to-school fundraiser for Guardian ad Litem, and fu1ther reminded residents to lock their vehicles. He 
updated the residents of a speeding and chase incident within the Town of Ocean Ridge. 

15. Town Engineer & Public Works 
Mayor de Haseth advised that the report was included in the meeting package, and asked if Commissioners 
had any questions and all Commissioners responded that they did not. 

16. Building Official 
Building Official Guy advised that his repmt was included in the meeting package, and was happy to report 
that there were many issues that he was able to resolve before taking the violator to Code Enforcement. He 
yielded the floor to Town Manager Stevens to discuss CRS. Town Manager Stevens congratulated Building 
Clerk, Lisa Burns, and Kim Kyle from Engenuity for their extensive efforts on the NFIP CRS audit. She 
stated that the ISO was recommending that the Town increase from a class 7 to a class 6, which would 
increase the discount for residents on their flood insurance once the class change is approved by FEMA. 

TOWN COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
(Town Clerk's Note: The following item was added to the agenda during addition, deletion, modification 
and approval of agenda) 

17. Review Priorities for the Planning and Zoning Commission 
Mayor de Haseth decided to withdraw her item from the agenda due to the length of the meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

Minutes prepared by Town C erk ·mstrong, and adopted by the Town Commission on October 5, 2020. 

~~ ' 
Kristine de Haseth, Mayor 

Karla M. Ainfstfong, "L<iwn Clerk 
·-·· ,, • 'I } . • •' -. . ., . . 
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